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By-law concerning the election procedure of the Board of the 
European Society for Philosophy of Medicine and Health Care (ESPMH)

(Version approved by the General Assembly, Barcelona, 26.8.2005)

In order to render the election procedure of the Board of the ESPMH clear and consistent and to grant the membership participation the General Assembly adopts the following By-law according to section 23 of the Statutes: 

1. Nominations

(1) Each individual member of the ESPMH including the members of the Board is entitled to nominate candidates for the Board. Nominations need the consent of the nominated member to be a candidate in writing and the signatures of at least two nominating members. Nominations must specify the position(s) in the Board for which they are meant. 

(2) Nominations in advance of the meeting shall be sent to the Secretary four months before the meeting at the latest. Nominations which are backed by at least ten percent of the membership are equal to a proposal; they must be sent to the Secretary or given to the Board prior to the beginning of the meeting at the latest. 

2. Election proposals

(1) The GA can decide about number and functions of additional members of the Board by majority vote (more than half of the members present) only one year in advance of the meeting during which elections are performed. The Board is bound to that decision when preparing its election proposal.

(2) The Board considers the nominations received prior to four months before the meeting of the GA and prepares an election proposal. The Board is not bound to the nominations received. The election proposal of the Board shall specify all positions to be filled and assign candidates to them. The Board should not contain more than two members from one country. In constructing the proposal the Board takes into account geographic, professional and gender diversity and European residency. 

(3) Nominations which are backed by at least ten percent of the membership and sent to the secretary or given to the Board prior to the beginning of the meeting (cp. 1 (2)) are inserted in the proposal of the Board.

3. Voting procedure

(1) Voting should be secret. Members who count postal ballot-sheets are obliged to observe secrecy.

(2) Postal votes do not count if the election proposal changes (cp. 2.(3)). 

(3) Positions are filled one after another by separate ballot. If there is only one candidate he/she can be elected without ballot, if the General Assembly unanimously agrees. The candidate who gets the most votes is elected.

4. Postal ballot

Members shall be reminded of the possibility of postal ballot. Members who are unable to attend the meeting of the General Assembly but want to vote shall indicate their inability to attend to the secretary (by electronic mail, telephone, telefax or normal mail) and request the necessary forms. The secretary shall send them a form to be signed by the member together with an envelope, one ballot paper per position to be filled in and a second envelope. The member shall fill in his ballot papers, put them in the envelope, put this envelope together with the signed form in the first envelop and send it to the secretary. Postal ballots shall be valid if the official ballot papers are used, properly filled in and the accompanying forms signed by a full or honorary member who will not attend the meeting of the General Assembly and if the ballots arrive before the meeting is opened.
5. Time schedule

Notice of a meeting of the General Assembly with date and place and the election proposal of the Board shall be sent to each member at least three months in advance. Members who intend to vote shall indicate their inability to attend at least five weeks before the meeting. Members shall be sent the material relevant for the agenda four weeks before the meeting. Members who are unable to attend the meeting shall be sent the postal ballot-sheet together with all other material relevant for the agenda four weeks before the meeting. Members living in countries where, according to the assessment of the secretary, the forwarding time of letters is extremely long, shall indicate their inability to attend as early as possible. They shall be sent the postal ballot-sheet immediately. They may be informed about the election proposal of the Board by electronic mail, telephone or telefax, if possible and necessary. 

