EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE

22nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESPMH

Tartu, Estonia, 22 August 2008, 16.30-17.30 hrs

Attendants (55):

Ahlzen, Rolf (Sweden); Arnason, Gardar (Germany); Arnason, Vilhjalmur (Iceland); Badcott, David (UK); Barbosa, Antonio José Feliciano (Portugal); Barilan, Michael (Israel); Battin, Margaret (USA); Borovecki, Ana (Croatia); Buyx, Alena (Germany); Clausen, Jens (Germany); Cutter, Anthony Mark (UK); Dekkers, Wim (The Netherlands); Edgar, Andrew (U.K.); Ehni, Hans-Jörg (Germany); Gefenas, Eugenijus (Lithuania); Gelhaus, Petra (Germany); Ghaly Mohammed (The Netherlands); Gordijn, Bert (The Netherlands); Häyry, Matti (U.K.); Heinänen, Hannu (Finland); Herrmann, Beate (Germany); Hofmann, Björn (Norway); Holm, Søren (UK); Just, Edyta (The Netherlands); Kalokairinou, Elini (Cyprus); Kimsma, Gerrit K. (The Netherlands); Littva, Vladimir (Slovakia); Louhiala, Pekka (Finland); Oduncu, Fuat (Germany); Olsena, Solvita (Latvia); Ozaki, Kyoichi (Japan); Pegoraro, Renzo (Italy); Picozzi, Mario (Italy); Popova, Kristina Hristova (Bulgaria); Popova, Sashka (Bulgaria); Radoilska, Lubomira (UK); Rehmann-Sutter, Christoph (Switzerland); Sawada, Aiko (Japan); Scott, Niall (UK); Sellman, Derek (UK); Silich, Tatsiana (Belarus); Simek, Jiri (Czech Republic); Simonstein, Frida (Israel); Skorsetz, Ulrike (Germany); Stempsey, William (USA); Svenaeus, Fredrik (Sweden); Takala, Tuija (UK); Tyreman, Stephen (U.K.); Vanderhaegen, Bert (Belgium); Welie, Jos (USA); Wilkinson, Ruth (UK); Winkler, Eva (Germany); Womack, Catherine (USA); Zalewski, Zbigniew (Poland); Zimny, Thomasz (Poland)

1. Draft report of the 21st General Assembly of the ESPMH in Cardiff, UK, Friday, August 17th 2007

The report is approved without comments or corrections.

2. Secretary appointed as Chair of Ethics 

The Secretary has been appointed as Chair of Ethics at Dublin City University. As a result the secretariat will move to Ireland. Since the move will not have direct financial consequences, the board has agreed with this move.

3. Report of the ESPMH Board over 2007

a. The secretary: membership; activities 

The secretary reports that during the last year the ESPMH membership has increased with 28 new members from 430 to 458. Most of the time of the secretary was spent in preparing this year’s conference in Tartu. Several mailings were sent to the members. Moreover, first preparations have been made for the 2009 conference in Tübingen (Germany) and the call for abstracts was launched earlier this year. There have also been talks with Ana Borovecki to organise the 2010 conference in Zagreb (Croatia); this proposal is on the current agenda.

b. The treasurer: final account for 2007

The treasurer distributes the final account for 2007. 

Year Account ESPMH 2007
Income

Membership fees
postal giro 




   725.00 €




general acc



     
3,659.90 €




conf acc




1,750.00 €

Subtotal 







       
  6.90,134 € 

Conference fees 
postal giro



       
1,120.00 €




general acc



          38,610.00 €




conf acc



          16,731.36 €

Subtotal





         
          
            56,461.36 €
Interest





                                         518.74 €

Total








            63,115.00 €

Expenses

Costs


general account



   135.19 €




conf acc



          
     83.12 €

 


Ogone





   515.02 €


Subtotal

         






    733.33 € 

Card comp







1,359.27 €

Chamber of Commerce 





     21.62 €

ESPMH Prize 







1,500.00 €

Secretariat





       

6,352.92 €

Board costs







1,350.00 €

Treasury







   500.00 €

Journal







          12,319.32 €
Refunds Cardiff PM






   844.20 €
Subtotal






          

24,247.33 €
Total


      




        
            24,980.66 €
Positive saldo 








38,134.34 €
Total







         
            63,115.00 €
4. Report of the Financial Review Committee over 2007

Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg have sent a letter to the secretariat stating that they find the account 2007 in order. The letter is read before the GA. The Financial Account over 2007 is approved by the GA.

5. Election of Financial Review Committee over 2008

Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg are re-elected as members of the Financial Review Committee over 2008. 

6. Society’s fee

Since the financial situation of the society is sound there is no proposal to change the membership fee.

7. Preliminary budget 2009

Income

Membership fees 
400×





16,000.00 €

Conference fees 
120×





36,000.00 €

Interest
 




   

  1,000.00 €

Total 







 

53,000.00 €

Expenses

Bank costs 





  

     400.00 €

Cardcomp costs




 

  1,500.00 €

Chamber of commerce 





       30.00 €

Printing



             


  2,500.00 €   

Secretariat





 

  6,500.00 €

Prices                                     





  1,500.00 € 

Conference costs 



     


18,000.00 €

Treasury





 

  1,500.00 €

Journal 




      


14,000.00 €

Subtotal








45,930.00 €
Positive Saldo




 



  7,070.00 €
Total                                    





          53,000.00 €
The budget proposal is basically the same as the one from last year. It has been approved by the board. There is no need to change the membership fees. The budget proposal is also approved by the assembly. 

8. Election Members of the ESPMH Board

In an earlier letter (dated 12 November 2007) the Secretary invited the members of the ESPMH to nominate candidates for two positions in the Board of the ESPMH. The three-year term of office of the Treasurer (Gerrit Kimsma) as well as a board member (Eugenijus Gefenas) will finish by the end of this year, which means that these two positions will be up for election in Tartu. Subsequent to the invitation to propose candidates, the Secrteray has not received any nominations. Luckily, both Gerrit Kimsma and Eugenijus Gefenas are willing to serve yet another term. Therefore, the Board’s election proposal is as follows:

The position of Treasurer of the ESPMH: Gerrit Kimsma 

The position of regular member of the Board: Eugenijus Gefenas

According to the by-laws concerning the election procedure, a candidate can be elected without ballots if there is only one candidate for a position and the General Assembly unanimously agrees. Therefore, the president asks the ESPMH members whether we can proceed without ballots. The members agree with this proposal.

Thus, Gerrit Kimsma is re-elected as Treasurer of the ESPMH. Moreover, Eugenijus Gefenas is re-elected as board member.
9. Number of board members with respect to the next elections

According to the Statutes, the number of positions in the Board has to be settled by the GA. There is no proposal to change the current number of seats. That means that we continue to have 9 board positions. 

10. Future conferences

· Tübingen, Germany: Hans-Jörg Ehni and Jens Clause give a brief presentation reminding the GA that the next conference will be in Tübingen.

· Zagreb, Croatia: Ana Borovecki presents a proposal to host the 2010 conference. The proposal is accepted.

· Further plans: A host for the 2011 meeting has still to be found. The secretary invites interesting proposals.

1. Journal Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy
2. Springer

· MHEP’s former publishing editor, Mr. Fritz Schmuhl, has got a new job. Our new (temporary) contact is Ms. Jolanda Voogd

· There was a problem with issue 10-4. Apparently Springer has not correctly registered that MHEP had become a quarterly in 2007. Consequently the production department had not planned issue 10-4. As a consequence it was published too late (in fact it was published even after issue 11-1). Furthermore, issue 11-2 was published too late. The last event is really annoying since it might endanger MHEP’s ISI application. After all, timely publication is on of the most important criteria for ISI recognition.

3. Editorial Board

· New members: Rolf Alhzen, Andreas Frewer, Jyrki Korkeila, Pierre Mallia, Stella Reiter-Theil & Age Wifstad

4. Copy flow

· The current acceptance rate of MHEP is 56 %

· Issue 11-3 (standard issue) is already online

· The Online First section now has 27 papers

11. ESPMH prize for young scholars
There were no submissions. For next year’s contest the Secretary invites all ESPMH members attending the GA to motivate one person in their network to submit a paper. We should then have more than enough submissions.

12. A.O.B.

· The GA discusses the ESPMH website that is perceived as insufficient. The Board will explore the option of having a professional develop a modern up-to-date website.

· There were quite a lot of special seminars in this year’s conference. If there are as many next year, it might be a good idea to skip one or two keynote lectures and have a few seminars instead. Otherwise they might compete with the normal parallel sessions sometimes causing low attendance rates.

· A special subcommittee has been established to explore possibilities of scholarships or reduced rates for people from less affluent countries. The Board will present their findings next year.
· The conference in 2010 will have a more philosophical (non ethical) topic. 
