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24th EUROPEAN CONFERENCE

ON PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE 

18 - 21 August 2010
“Human Nature, Medicine & Health Care”
School of Medicine, University of Zagreb, 
Conference Venue: Andrija Štampar School of Public Health,

Rockefellerova 4, 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia
This conference will be organised by the European Society for Philosophy of Medicine and Healthcare (ESPMH) and the Andrija Štampar School of Public Health, School of Medicine, and University of Zagreb, Croatia. 

Focus

The focus of the conference is on ethical and philosophical issues related to human nature, medicine and health care. Abstracts addressing the following topics will be favoured, although work on other topics can also be submitted: 
	Systematic perspectives on human nature:

· The species concept

· Transhumanism and posthumanism

· Hybrids, cyborgs and androids 

· Natural vs. artificial

· Human dignity

Historical perspectives: human nature in philosophical traditions, including:

· Existentialism 

· Phenomenology 

· Hermeneutics 

· Deconstructionism

· Pragmatism 

· Utilitarianism 

Significance of the concept of human nature for medicine & health care:

· Medical issues and the person

· Humane medicine

· Conceiving the embryo

· Consciousness, coma, and the vegetative state

· Personhood, dementia and the integrity of human life




Important Dates

1 March 2010: deadline for submission of abstracts 

1st half of March 2010: selection of abstracts 

2nd half of March 2010: draft programme 

1 April 2010: first deadline for registration and payment 

Language

The language during the conference will be English.

Organisation

The registration process, call for abstracts, development of the programme, publication of programme announcements and mailings to participants is taken care of by the ESPMH Secretariat in Dublin, Ireland.

ESPMH Secretary: 

Prof. Bert Gordijn

Secretary of the ESPMH

Institute of Ethics

Henry Grattan Building
Dublin City University
Glasnevin, 
Dublin 9
Ireland

Telephone number: 00 353 1 700 6140
Fax number: 00 353 1 700 6142
Email: bert.gordijn@dcu.ie
Local Conference Coordinator: 
Andrija Štampar, School of Public Health, School of Medicine, University of Zagreb 
Contact person: 

Associate Professor Ana Borovečki, MD, PhD

Andrija Štampar School of Public Health, 

School of Medicine, 

University of Zagreb

Rockefellerova 4

10 000 Zagreb

Croatia

Phone: ++385 1 4590 103

E-mail:abor@mef.hr

Registration 

A registration form will be circulated by the ESPMH Secretariat which should be returned no later than 01 April 2010, including the registration fee, which should be transferred to the ESPMH Treasurer (details provided on the registration form). The registration fee includes: welcome reception (Wednesday), two lunches, refreshments during breaks, conference dinner (Friday) and an abstract book. The registration fee for accompanying persons includes the welcome reception (Wednesday) and the conference dinner (Friday). 

Registration Fee

NB: The registration fee for participants who are not a member of ESPMH is higher than for ESPMH members. 

Participants: 

Paid before 01 April 2010: 

ESPMH member: 300.- Euro

Non member: 350.- Euro
Paid after 01 April 2010: 

ESPMH member: 360.- Euro

Non member: 410.- Euro
Accompanying person: 

Paid before 01 April 2010: 80.-Euro

Paid after 01 April 2010: 90.- Euro

Accommodation

Accommodation in Zagreb is the responsibility of conference participants themselves. However, information regarding best prices for local hotels and hostels as well as assistance with plane ticket bookings are available by contacting: info@depol.org.
Please note: Rooms are also available at the dormitory of Andrija Štampar School of Public Health, School of Medicine, University of Zagreb and can be booked at dormitorij@snz.hr (price per night per person single room is 200 Kuna and for double room 150 Kuna per person; rooms are paid for in cash at the Andrija Štampar School of Public Health).
Rooms are also available at the nearby dormitory of the Croatian Institute for Brain Research and can be booked at abor@mef.hr (price per night per person single room is 200 Kuna and for double room 150 Kuna per person; rooms are paid for in cash at the Institute).

Getting to Zagreb
By train and bus
There are train services from many European cities to Zagreb. Online timetables are available at the excellent Die Bahn website (http://reiseauskunft.bahn.de/bin/query.exe/en). 

There are international bus services from Austria (Graz & Wien), Czech Republic (Brno & Prague), Italy (Trieste), Germany (various cities including Dortmund, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Munich, Stuttgart), and Switzerland (Lucerne & Zurich). Routes operated by Croatia Bus (http://www.croatiabus.hr/). 
By air

Croatia Airlines have flights to Zagreb from a number of major European destinations (http://www.croatiaairlines.com/). 
Germanwings operates flights from Cologne/Bonn, Stuttgart and Berlin - the airline can also be used to reach a number of other European cities by transferring at one of these German airports (http://www.germanwings.com/index.en.shtml).
There's a Croatia Airlines bus that connects the airport with Zagreb's main bus station every half an hour. It costs 25 Kuna and takes approx. half an hour. 

You pay on the bus, just get on and shortly before leaving – when the driver arrives - you pay for your ride. It's not possible to pay in Euro so make sure your first port of call at Zagreb Airport is the ATM or Bureau de Change. 

By car 
By car you can reach Zagreb by motorway from Ljubljana or Budapest.

Currency 

The unit of currency in Croatia is the Kuna (1Kuna = 0.14 Euro). Foreign currency can easily be exchanged at the airport or at exchange bureaus. All major credit cards are accepted, including VISA, MasterCard, American Express, and Diners Club. 

Visa 

Please contact your local consulate for details.

Social Programme

The following social activities will be offered: 

· Welcome reception on Wednesday (18 August) 


· Conference dinner on Friday (20 August) 

· Excursions and tours for participants and accompanying persons for an extra fee 

Abstract Book

The abstract book will be handed out in Zagreb at registration. Full manuscripts can be submitted for publication in the ESPMH journal "Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy. A European Journal". Participants are invited to read the instructions for authors on the website of the Journal (http://www.springerlink.com/content/102960/) and to submit an appropriately prepared article online for review. 

About Croatia
Croatia’s pleasures are more timeless than trendy. Along its 1778km coastline, a glistening sea winds around rocky coves, lapping at pine-fringed beaches. Istrian ports bustle with fishermen while children dive into the sparkling water. In Dalmatia, cities throb with nightlife amid ancient Roman ruins.
Yachts glide up the coast, movie stars discreetly arrange to buy one of Croatia’s 1185 islands and no Mediterranean cruise is complete without a stop in Dubrovnik. The interior landscape is as beguiling, even though less visited. Soak in a thermal spa at Istarske Toplice in Istria. Hike through pristine forests watered by mountain streams in the west. Let the waterfalls of Plitvice moisten your face. And then there's the culture. The country that endured Roman, Venetian, Italian and Austro-Hungarian rule has a unique and slightly schizoid identity. You’ll find a strong central European flavour in the baroque architecture of Zagreb, and Italian devotion to the good life percolates up from the coast, permeating Croatian food and style. During holidays and festivals, the country’s Slavic soul emerges, as colourfully costumed dancers whirl about to traditional folk melodies.
About Zagreb
Too often overlooked by tourists making a beeline for the coast, Zagreb is a fascinating destination on its own, combining the best of Eastern and Western Europe. As the political, economic and cultural capital of Croatia, the city throbs with energy but has retained a good deal of old-world graciousness. The sober Austro-Hungarian buildings in the town centre house elegant restaurants and fashionable boutiques along with scruffy pubs and rowdy beer halls. A proliferation of galleries display the works of the artistic community, a parade of inter​national stars perform in the concert halls, and local DJs fill clubs with the latest sounds.
Spoiled by a coastline that lies only three hours away, Zagreb’s residents have a lively appreciation of the outdoors. Even in winter, the long, refreshing stretch of park that bisects the town centre is rarely empty. With the first breaths of spring, everyone heads to their favourite outdoor café to soak up the midday sun. On weekends, Maksimir Park in the east is a major destination for bikers, strollers and joggers. In the summer, everyone who doesn’t go to the coast scurries to Jarun Lake in the southwest to swim, boat and dance the night away in a lakeside disco. When Zagreb residents head for the hills, they don’t have far to go: Mt Medvednica is only a tram ride away and offers hiking, skiing and great views over the city.

No matter the weather, there’s a wealth of diversions in Zagreb. A proper pub-crawl could take weeks, and there’s an assortment of museums and galleries to explore, regular concerts for the culturally minded and enough fine shopping to max out a wallet-full of credit cards. 
University of Zagreb
The University of Zagreb (1669) is the oldest and biggest university in South-Eastern Europe. Ever since its foundation, the University has been continually growing and developing and now consists of 29 faculties, three art academies and the Centre for Croatian Studies. With its comprehensive programmes and over 50,000 full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students the University is the strongest teaching institution in Croatia. It offers a wide range of academic degree courses leading to Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral degrees in the following fields: Arts, Biomedicine, Biotechnology, Engineering, Humanities, Natural and Social Sciences. It is also a strongly research-oriented institution, contributing with over 50 percent to the total research output of the country (http://www.unizg.hr/homepage/)
University of Zagreb School of Medicine

1874 - When the Emperor Franz Joseph visited Zagreb in 1869, he signed an Article of Law concerning the establishment of the University of Zagreb, giving it his Royal Assent five years later, on 5 January 1874. According to this law, the University should have had four faculties: Law, Theology, Philosophy and Medicine. The first two faculties were formally organised, and the Faculty of Philosophy started to expand into several independent faculties. Finally, in the academic year 1917-18, the Medical Faculty was founded (www.mef.hr).
Andrija Štampar School of Public Health, School of Medicine, University of Zagreb 
“Andrija Štampar” School of Public health is a part of the Zagreb Medical School and the institution that has been in charge of teaching different public health course on undergraduate and postgraduate level. “Andrija Štampar” School of Public Health was founded in 1927 as one of the first schools of public health in this region of Europe. Its influence on the health promotion and prevention in this region is outstanding. Its founder Dr. Andrija Štampar, was later dean of Zagreb medical School and an important member of the World Health Organisation (WHO). After the Second World War, the School became a part of the Zagreb Medical School and a basis for teaching medical students public health subjects. It was here that one the first postgraduate studies in the world in family medicine was founded in 1956 and a postgraduate course in school medicine was formed in 1951. In the last 50 years the School has formed a number of postgraduate courses and specializations in the field of public health (epidemiology, occupational medicine, family medicine, public health, health management, school medicine, medical ecology). From the 1980s, the School was actively involved in ethics teaching. It started a Human Rights and Medicine Course in Dubrovnik where, before the fall of the iron curtain, ethicists form east and west had a chance to meet and discuss various issues (www.snz.hr).
